
Free Lunch Seminars 
 
The Scam 
 
You receive an invitation in the mail for a free lunch investment 
seminar. The invitation states you will receive investment information 
how you can earn exceptional returns and increase your retirement 
fund. These seminars are usually conducted at an upscale 
establishment.  
 
The invitation focuses on educating participants but in reality this free 
lunch is designed to recruit investors and open new accounts.  
 
Remember: 
 

 These seminars are designed to sell financial products. 
 
 Don’t be deceived by fancy dressers and door prizes.  

 
 Those speaking at the seminar may not actually work for the 

investment firm.  
 
Crime Prevention Tips  
 

√ Check business credentials of salespeople, and contact the 
Better Business Bureau for information. 

 
√ Do not leave your financial assets in the hands of an 

investment professional. 
 

√ Don’t become a victim of fear instilled by an investment 
professional. (i.e. being hospitalized, adverse event) 

 
√ Take the necessary time needed to research any investment 

opportunity. Do your homework before you buy.  
 
If you think you have been defrauded or have a complaint mail or fax: 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 FINRA Complaints and Tips 
9509 Key West Avenue 
Rockville, MD 20850 
Fax: (866) 397-3290 

Or file online 

https://www.finra.org/investors/file
-complaint 
 


